Annual Report 2016

A Letter from Our President
Wow, what a year!
In 2016, we saw an incredible outpouring from the community in an effort to help local kids play the sports they love.
We started off with an inaugural fundraiser with the Atlanta Hawks and saw our name on the electronic banner at Philips Arena. We
celebrated summer with a fantastic first-time Sports Fanatic 5K as part of the Kennesaw Grand Prix Series – and cheered on over 600
runners to the finish line. We listened to player feedback from years past and booked Al Bishop Softball Complex to host our 5 th
Annual Dave Krache Foundation Softball Tournament.
We revamped our marketing efforts, received support from local organizations like the Cobb EMC Community Foundation and
Georgia Power’s Metro West Citizens Group. We are a proud participant in Leadership Cobb ’17 as one of their projects and we’ve
spoken to amazingly passionate groups like Communities in School Marietta and Kennesaw Optimist Club.
In the blink of an eye, The Dave Krache Foundation has become an integral part of the community that is making a difference in
filling the unique niche of sports needs.
Starting just over 4 years ago, The Dave Krache Foundation has worked hard to
make sure that no child is prevented from playing a sport he or she loves, simply
because that child’s family is in a tough financial spot. We are grateful that many in
the community have recognized the need for such an organization and we look
forward to continuing to make sports available to all kids in metro Atlanta.

Allison Krache Giddens
Founder & President
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Our Story
Dave Krache was a husband, dad, and a brother.
He was someone who was always doing things for others – whether it was volunteering at a homeless shelter or
volunteering to paint classrooms at local middle school, he always made helping those less fortunate a priority.
In keeping his selflessness alive, The Dave Krache Foundation was created to keep kids first. If there is one thing
that nearly everyone has in common, it’s a happy memory from childhood involving sports. Maybe it was kickball
with the neighbors. Maybe it was a travel baseball team. Maybe it was swimming games of “Marco Polo,” or
never-ending games of chase at dusk as the streetlights came on.
No kid should ever be told that they can’t play a
sport because mom and dad can’t afford it. It is The
Dave Krache Foundation’s goal to one day NEVER
have to turn away a child in need.
We are a foundation that helps kids that are in our
local communities. Your contributions help your
neighborhoods – you are helping kids in your own
backyard.

Our Work to Date

Ballet
Baseball
Basketball

IN 4 YEARS:

Cheerleading
Cycling

397 KIDS
65 PARKS/LEAGUES
16 SPORTS

Dance/Tap

…and we’re just getting started.

Martial Arts

Football
Gymnastics
Lacrosse
Soccer
Softball (FP and SP)
Swimming
Track/Cross Country
Vollyball
Wrestling

In 2016, The Dave Krache Foundation donated a total of $17,250 to help kids play sports throughout metro
Atlanta. Your contribution has made a huge impact.
The Foundation not only paid the fees to leagues, parks, and teams, but it also collected new and gently used
sporting equipment to provide to kids when the need arose. Freedom Church made a generous donation of
cycling helmets and almost immediately, we were able to get them to a group of great kids in need.
In 2015, the Foundation installed shelving and an inventory system to maintain equipment donations. We invite
those in need to work with their coaches to contact us for help.

2016 Events Recap
The Dave Krache Foundation hosted five very successful fundraisers this year:
 An Evening with the Atlanta Hawks
 The 4th Annual Bowling Tournament
 The 3rd Annual Silver Comet Trail Bike Ride (with Cycology Bike Shop)
 The Inaugural Sports Fanatic 5K as part of the City of Kennesaw Grand Prix Series
 The 5th Annual Softball Tournament

One of our Board Members hosted a dinner at Connections Café at Breath of Life Kennesaw with small business
owners to introduce them to The Dave Krache Foundation and its purpose.
We set up a booth at the Kennesaw Skate Park Get Rad for Ray event in the Spring and we spoke at both
Communities in Schools and the Kennesaw Optimist Club in the Fall. We are eager to be a part of what they do to
help our community’s kids.

Skateboarding legend Tony Hawk at Kennesaw Skate Park’s Get Rad for Ray event

This year, we are proud to announce that Leadership Cobb
2017 has chosen The Dave Krache Foundation as one of its
non-profits they support. Part of the class is working on a
project for the DKF and we are humbled to have been
chosen as one of their selected non-profits. With the
group’s talent and resources, we are excited to see how The
Dave Krache Foundation will benefit.
We also kicked off a marketing campaign that saw us in
Cobb in Focus and The Brightside. Watch for us in future
publications as we continue to work towards making the
community aware of the resources available to help local
kids in need!

We were highlighted in the Winter 2016 issue of the Georgia Center for Non-Profits NOW Magazine in an article
featuring local organizations’ measures of success in their fundraising events.

Georgia Center for Non-Profits NOW Magazine, Winter 2016 Issue: “The Measures of Event Success.”

Metro Atlanta Coverage
We have covered nearly 40 zip codes in the metro Atlanta area. We have relationships with social workers, school site coordinators,
teachers, counselors, and coaches to be our eyes and ears to help us find the kids in need.

The Price to Play
It is not cheap to play sports, regardless of a child’s age.
Depending on the team, organization, and league, a family can be asked to pay anywhere from $60.00 to $600.00
(or more) a season. Prices per child also depend on season, age group, whether or not equipment and uniforms
are included, and park/league location.
On occasion, parks and leagues will offer financial assistance, additional scholarships, or a reduced rate to those
who are unable to pay.
A couple of years ago, The Dave Krache Foundation discovered that if a family had buy-in to their child’s season,
everyone wins. The Foundation worked with community liaisons to assist with fees that were based not only on
reduced fees offered by leagues (when available), but also working with the parent to pay a partial amount. This
enabled not only buy-in from all stakeholders, but allowed for The Dave Krache Foundation to assist even greater
numbers of children in need.
For example:
A league may charge $150.00 for a 12-year-old girl to play one season of softball. The park may have a hardship
scholarship available to bring that down to $75.00. Additionally, the family may be able to contribute $25.00
towards the remaining fees. By requesting $50.00 from The Dave Krache Foundation, the community comes
together – from park to family to non-profit – to help this child play a sport she loves!
We aren’t a scholarship-based foundation – our purpose is to help kids in families in dire financial situations.

Testimonials
Thank you! Every little bit helps!
- SC, Sandy Plains Coach (August 2016)
We shape the future of this country one person at a time and you all are certainly doing your part. These kids
will always remember the summer when they got an opportunity to play that they might not have had…
- KM, Donor (August 2016)
…What you are doing is so needed for so many children!
- SJ, Site Coordinator Communities in Schools (September 2016)
This is AMAZING!!!! Thank you! What an awesome way to end the work week!
- LF, School Social Worker (October 2016)
I would love to say big thanks to The Dave Krache Foundation for this great opportunity for our kids! God
blessings!
- JO, Parent (November 2016)
The family is thrilled to be able to surprise their children with this great news! The family is so pleased you could
help them reach this goal. No one in their home can swim at this time, and this scholarship will not only change
that but also keep them safe around the water – thank you!
- KA, Site Coordinator Communities in Schools (November 2016)

Communities Served
The Dave Krache Foundation has helped children at many metro Atlanta parks and leagues since 2012, including:
5-Tool Sports Training
Atlanta Budokan
Campbell High School Football
Cherokee County Parks & Rec
Cherokee County Youth
Basketball
City of Acworth
Cherokee County Youth Football
& Cheer Association
Concord Soccer
Eagle Youth Lacrosse
East Paulding Middle School
Football
Great Gig Dance Company
Harrison Youth Football & Cheer
Hillgrove Gridiron Club
Holly Springs Baseball
Hotlanta Lacrosse
Jim Thomas Wildcats
Kell Basketball
Kell Track & Field
Kell Youth Cheer

Kennesaw Baseball Association
Kennesaw Girls Softball
Association
Kennesaw Mountain High School
Football
Lost Mountain Park (West Cobb)
Marietta 6th Grade Academy
(Marietta Touchdown Club)
McEachern High School Football
Mt. Paran Mountain Top Sports
Camp
Murphy Candler Girls Softball
Association
Marietta Youth Football & Cheer
(MYFL)
Milford Chase Marlins
North Cobb Youth Football
North Metro Elite Cheer
One Goal Sports
Oregon Park
Powder Springs Baseball
Association

Riverdale Blackhawks
Roswell Street Baptist Church
Sandy Plains Prowlers
Sandy Plains Softball Association
Smyrna Basketball Association
Smyrna Little League
Smyrna Seahawks
South Cherokee Recreation
Association
South Cobb High School Football
Southern Soccer Academy
Sprayberry Cross Country Club
Sprayberry Touchdown Club
Twin Creeks (Woodstock)
Upward Basketball (Roswell St.
Baptist Church)
Waleska/Clayton Baseball League
Wheeler High School Volleyball
World of Gymnastics & Cheer
Worth Cobras
YMCA

Our partnership with the Georgia Interscholastic Cycling League has allowed The Dave Krache Foundation, with
the help of Cycology Bike Shop, to give bikes to some incredible and deserving kids.

On the Horizon
We are seeing an increase in sports fees and although we are hearing much of the media say that the economy is
improving, many families aren’t yet feeling it.
It is important for us to convey that The Dave Krache Foundation is not meant to be a permanent crutch for a
families’ income support. The Foundation exists as a helping hand for that season or two of a sport following a
rough time.
Families are encouraged to give back in the future – whether it
be through dollars donated to a local cause they believe in, or
donating their time by volunteering as a coach or team parent.
There is not a formal follow-up, although we stress that their
“pay-it-forward” helps to benefit other metro Atlanta families.
The Dave Krache Foundation’s goal for 2017 is to grow our
three most popular fundraisers -- the bike ride, the 5K, and the
softball tournament -- and work to develop corporate
partnerships.
As more families become aware of The Dave Krache
Foundation and its mission, our greatest need outside of
donations is a strong volunteer base. If you or someone you
know is interested in helping to make a visible difference in
your community, email help@davekrache.com

New Support in 2016 and Beyond
You can be a part of some super-easy fundraising. You can help by just doing what you do now and adding an
extra “click” or two!
AmazonSmile
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon will donate to The Dave Krache Foundation. Every time you shop, go to
smile.amazon.com.
Cobb EMC Community Foundation
The Dave Krache Foundation is a proud 2015 and 2016 recipient of Operation Round Up funds. Thanks to the
Cobb EMC Community Foundation, The Dave Krache Foundation will be able to use grant funds towards
marketing efforts in 2016.
Georgia Power’s West Metro Citizens Group
Georgia Power’s vision to be a “citizen where you serve” shines through their group’s generosity in supporting
the Foundation with a grant in 2016. We are excited to grow this partnership!
Kroger Community Rewards
Attach The Dave Krache Foundation to your existing Kroger Plus card, and help the Foundation raise money every
time you shop at Kroger! How easy is that?
And, as always, you can donate directly to The Dave Krache Foundation by visiting:
http://www.davekrache.com/donate

Board of Directors & Volunteers
This year, Stephen Archer, Leslie Bailey, Leslie Hudson, Allison Giddens, Donna Krache and Jessica Siegel headed
up The Dave Krache Foundation 2016 Board of Directors.
In 2016, our Community Liaisons included Jennifer Boykin, Christina Cheng, Carter Dunn, and David Harding.
They worked in their respective metro Atlanta communities to spread the word about the Foundation and
investigate where the biggest impacts could be made both in fundraising and family assistance.
Marketing Director Karen Hill and Tournament Director Matt Giddens also assisted in helping operations within
The Dave Krache Foundation.
In addition to these key players, the Foundation is listed on VolunteerMatch.org, which has helped us to grow of
our base of event volunteers. We are grateful to all of those who have come out to donate their time and energy
at events!

What’s Next?
The year 2017 is upon us, and we are so excited to already have many event dates set.
January 27, 2017 at 8:00pm
The Dave Krache Foundation presents The Atlanta Hawks vs. The Washington Wizards – watch Facebook for the link to buy tickets!
Use the Code: DAVEKRACHE
February 11, 2017
Atlanta Budokan fundraiser: Kids Falling for Others
Ask us how you can support martial arts and kids in need!
May 28-29, 2017
The Dave Krache Foundation and Cycology Bike Shop 4th Annual Silver Comet Trail Bike Ride
July 8, 2017
Kennesaw Grand Prix Series: Sports Fanatic 5K
October 7, 2017
The Dave Krache Foundation’s 6th Annual Softball Tournament at Al Bishop Park in Marietta

In order to make any of these events happen, we need passionate volunteers.
Interested in helping? Email us! We have lots of ways to help – from Board positions to Committee roles, the local non-profit
industry needs you! help@davekrache.com
Can’t make an event? We accept donations and will send you a receipt for your taxes!
We accept cash, check, credit card (call in), Venmo, PayPal, and Click and Pledge.
Mail a check to: The Dave Krache Foundation, 1635 Old 41 Highway NW, Ste 112-236, Kennesaw, Georgia 30152

What Can I Do?
Volunteer at one of our events! The Memorial Day Weekend Bike Ride and the Sports Fanatic 5K are both great
ways to get involved! Email help@davekrache.com for more information!
Make a donation! Click here to donate – it’s safe and easy!
Link your Amazon.com account! Visit Smile.Amazon.Com and select The Dave Krache Foundation as the charity
of your choice. Then visit Smile.Amazon.Com each time you make an Amazon purchase and a portion of the
proceeds come back to help local kids in need!
Use Social Media! Follow us, like us, and share our news! Word-of-mouth has the most meaning as this local501(c)3 relies on your support!
Talk about us! Tell your friends, relatives, and workplace peers about us – We’re always looking to spread
awareness about what we do. Click here to learn more.

Click on the icons below to follow us, like us, and share our news!

2016 Donors
We want to thank these generous individuals, businesses, and organizations. The Dave Krache Foundation does not currently receive
government grant money. Amounts below do not include event application registration fees.
$1-$50
Jeff Bloom
John Chojecki
Wayne Cusick
Anthony & Florence Danielovits
Carolyn Despirito
Leslie Fry
Nanette Howerin
Doug & Beth Kindred
Jeana Martella
Leigh Poole
Patricia Robusto
Zoe Scala
Cassandra Schlosser
$51-100
Danielle Bartone
John Chojecki
Stephanie Compton
Kevin Dunn

Nikki Gordon
Sue Hampel
Robert Hughes
Tina Kaiser
Diane Lemon
Robert Lewis
Lisa Paquin
Leonard Robusto
Michael Robusto
In Memory of John & Jake Wernowsky
$101-250
AmazonSmile
John Day
Jackson Healthcare
$251-500
Stephen & Katie Archer
Atlanta Hawks
Heather Bertlis

Steven & Christina Cheng
Fellowship Sports
Kristin Harms
Martha Krache
William Richardson
$500+
George Ajy
Ed & Pat Bodoh
Dan Brooks
Cobb EMC Community Foundation
Greg & Rhonda Eggert
Georgia Power West Metro Citizens
Group
Hill Mechanical
Janet Krache
In Memory of Ian Lee
Karen McCullough
Dr. Rory Sprouse

2016 Sponsors

In Loving Memory
This year, we lost two incredible champions.
Joann Dunn, an attorney, educator, novelist, painter, wife, and mother passed away on September 7, 2016 after
a battle with cancer. The Dunn family has been a supporter of The Dave Krache Foundation since its inception
and Joann and her family have always made helping those less fortunate a high priority in their lives. The
community feels this loss, but knows Joann’s legacy lives in her children’s passion for helping others.
Janet Krache, mother of Dave Krache, passed away on October 12, 2016, after a short illness. Janet had always
put others ahead of herself. Her oldest child, Dave, emulated that. Although she lived hundreds of miles away,
she was always asking for updates on the Foundation and was humbled to see so many people doing great work
for the local community under a Foundation that carried her son’s name.
This year’s Annual Report and recap of the Foundation’s successes are dedicated to these two wonderful women.

